
adaptation  change in structure or function that 

im�proves the chance of survival for an 

animal or plant within a given environ-

ment  

characteristics the qualities or features that belong to 

them and make them recognisable  

evolution a process of change that takes place 

over many generations, during which 

species of animals, plants, or insects 

slowly change some of their physical 

characteristics  

species  a class of plants or animals whose 

members have the same main charac-

teristics and are able to breed with each 

other  

natural selection  a process by which species of animals 

and plants that are best adapted to 

their environment survive and repro-

duce, while those that are less well 

adapted die out  

reproduction  when an animal or plant produces one 

or more individuals similar to itself  

extinct no longer has any living members, ei-

ther in the world or in a particular place  
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