Welcome to Willow
Class 2023




Statutory Framework for the Early
Years

We follow the EYFS framework and learning is based around the
seven areas of focus.

Personal, social and emotional development
Communication and language

Physical development

Literacy

Maths

Understanding the world
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Expressive arts and design
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Our classroom

» In Willow class we are lucky to have a lovely spacious
classroom with lots of different areas and activities to
choose from. We also have our own outdoor area joined to the
classroom, which the children can access freely throughout
independent learning times.

» We have our own toilets in the classroom and a cloakroom
where your child will have their own peg

» In the classroom everybody has their own chair and tray



Routine

» Every morning we take the zippy bags, books and diaries in (we will provide
all of this at the start of the year), the children will learn to place them in a
box for us to check.

We check the diaries every day. Please put any useful information in there.

We have a timetable that we try to stick to as the children feel safe and
understand what is happening.

Literacy, maths, phonics in the morning and topic, RE or PE in the afternoon.

» All the classes in school use visual timetables, this helps children know what
is happening across the day.
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» We all have our own coat pegs, drawers labelled with our
and a picture. This is to help children recognise their thing
without being able to read their name.

» Every day we pic
hand out the mil
move through sc

day. So, everyone will have a go several times over the yea

< a special person for the day, the child will
< and water at snack and lead the lines as we

nool. They then pick the card for the follo




Snack time

» We have toast and milk or water at 10.15am. It is a nice
social experience with everyone talking and sharing.

» We have lunch at 12 o’clock. We collect it independently
and eat it together in the hall.

» The menu will be available for you to discuss with your child
and children then order in the morning with myself or Mrs
Harper. You are welcome to send in a packed lunch.

» In the afternoon we have free fruit as a snack, please send
in a labelled water bottle (not juice) into school every day.



» Please send your child’s PE kit into school clearly labelled.
This will stay in school for the duration of each half term.

» Getting dressed independently for PE is a great skill, please
practise buttons and zips.




On alternate Fridays the class will have Forest
School.

Please come dressed in suitable weather gear: sun
cream and hats if it’s hot, waterproofs, wellies and
warm clothes in the colder weather. Be prepared
for mud!

Our school calendar is kept up to date with all key
events




Class dojo is part of our whole school positive reward system that allows you as
parents to connect to willow class and see your child’s dojo points and ‘monster’

via an app or email if you prefer.

Privilege to Raffie ticket into | Hot chocolate/
change half-termly prize | ice cream
avatar/ pot & Certificate | sundaes with
receive a in Friday's the Head or
class dojo Celebration Deputy & 5
sticker. worship. raffle tickets
into half-termly
prize pot
‘Phone call
home by head

or deputy.
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Letters and Sounds

In phonics we use Ready Steady Phonics, a high-quality scheme across the whole of KS1
to ensure consistency and quality teaching

We will send home reading books that are uniquely tailored to the level of reading and
the sound your child is currently working on

Our school expectation for reading is a minimum of 4 times weekly. Please use the diary
to write down which book your child has read, any words they found tricky and any
feedback/questions you may have

Willow Class library

Your child will choose a book from our library to take home alongside a library book to
draw or write about the book and their favourite part or character. This is not homework
but an option to enjoy a story and inspire a love of reading for every child




As a school we use White Rose Maths along with
other fantastic resources to help your child gain the
concept of number, shape and the use of different
functions such as adding, subtracting, doubling and
halving.
We also use numberblocks
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberbl
ocks the BBC programs, there's lots of good advice
about how to help your child with maths at home
on the website
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/help-
vour-child-with-maths
We use lots of practical resources including
numicon pieces for visual understanding 7 ™
2
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Homework

» Homework is sent home every Monday to be returned the follow
Monday

» Homework is linked to the topic or learning that is happeningin
that week and is split into mathematics and phonics

» Phonics will be the sounds we have learnt so your child can be the
expert and teach youl!

» Please support your child and complete the homework it is a g ﬁ/
of giving them 1 to 1 support



Communication

» Our class page is updated every half term to share the key information on
what we are learning.

» The school calendar is kept up to date with key events across the school.
Our PE and forest school sessions will be on the calendar also.

» ClassDojo

» Please use your child's diary to communicate any messages to myself and
our Willow learning team as they are checked daily. Or alternatively please
do not hesitate to get in touch via email
(npimblott@smallwood.cheshire.sch.uk) or ClassDojo.
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